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THE 


PREFACE 


READER. 


Heſe Papers, which are here preſented to thee, 
were writ for the uſe of a private Perſon, and 
| by the Advice of ſome Friends, are now made 
Publick, We find how bufie the Romiſh Emiſſaries 
are to corrupt our People, and think our ſebves equally con» 
cerned to Antidote them againſt Popery and Fanaticiſm : 
Two extreams equally dangerous to the Government of 
Church and State in theſe Kingdoms both in theirP rinci- 
ples and Pradtices ; and both of them very great Corrupti- 
ons of the Chriſtian Religion, and very —_—_— to mens 
Souls, Some of our Clergy have already been ſo chari- 
table to our Diſſenters, as to warn them of their dan» 
ger, and by the Strength and Evidence of Scripture 
and Reaſon, to Convince them of their miſtakes ; and [ 
pray God forgive thoſe men, and turn their Hearts, 
who will not contribute ſo much to their own Conviction 
and Satisfation, as diligently and impartially to read 
and confider what is ſo charitably offered to them, I1t- 
worance and miſtake may excuſe men, who have no op- 
portunities of knowing better, but ſuch willful and re- 
fotved Ignorance, which bars up mens minds againſt all 
means of better Information, will as ſoon damn them, as 
fins againſt knowledge. A 2 And 
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And now it might juſtly be thought want of Charity 
- to thoſe of the Roman Communion , (hould we take no 
care at all of them; nay, want of Charity to thoſe of 
our own Communion, and to _Diſſenters themſelves , who 
are daily aſſaulted by the Bufie Faftors for Rome. Por 
the Diſputes againſt the Church of Rome, as well as 
againſt Diſſenters, are for the moſt part too Learned, 
and too Voluminous for-the inſtruftion of ordinary Peo- 
ple, and therefore ſome” ſhort and plais Diſcourſes about 
the principal Matters in diſpute between us, is the moſt 
effettual way we can take to confirm men in their Reli- 
gion, and preſerve them from the crafty ſnſmuations of 
ſuch as lie in wait to deceive. 

Some few Attempts , which have been already made 
"of that kind, give me ſome hope, that ſeveral other 
Tracts will follow, that-the ruine of the Church of Eng- 
land (if God ſhall pleaſe ever to. permit ſuch a thing) 
whether by Popery, or Panaticiſm, may not be charged 
upon our neglett to inſtruft People better. eh 

Some Perſons , it feems, whoſe Talent lies more in 
cenſuring what others do, than in domg. any good them- 
fetves, are pleaſed to put ſome finiſter Conſtrudtions on 
this Deſign ; as it is impoſſible to deſign any thing ' ſo 
well, but men of ill minds,who know not what it means to 
do good for goods ſake, ſhall be able to find ſome bad 
name for it. Some gueſs that we now write againſt Pope- 
ry only to play an after-Game, and to regain the Favour 
and good Opinion of Diſſenters, which we have loſt by 
writing againſt them: But F know not that any man has 
loſt their Favour by it, nor that any man values their 
Favour for any other reaſon, than to have the greater 
advantage of doing them good. If ſo good a work, as 


confuting the Errors of the Church of Rome, will give 


the Diſſenters ſuch a good Opinion of us, as to make 
them more impartially conſider what has beew writ to 


perſwadte 


The Preface tothe Reader. 
perſwade them to C ommnnzion with the Church of Eng- 
land, 1 know no reaſon any man has to be aſhamed +40 
own #t, 'thoughit were part of bis defign; but whether 
zt is or not, is more than I know; I dare undertake for 
thoſe Perſons I am acquainted with, that: they-weither 
value the favour, nor fear the diſpleaſure either of Fa- 
maticks or Papifts, but yet heartily defire to do good to 
them both. | 

But there is a more miſchievous ſuggeſtion than this, 
that the deſign of ſuch Papers is only to raiſe a new cry 
and noiſe about Popery, and to alarm the People, and 
diſturb the Government with new Fears and Fealouftes : 
Truly, if 1 thought this would be the effett of it, 7 
would burn my Papers preſently ; for I am ſure the 
Church of nod will get nothing by a Tumultuary 
and Clamorous Zeal againſt the Church of Rome, and 7 
had much rather ſuffer under Popery, than contribute a _ 
9 thing towards raiſing a Popular Fury to keep it out. 

e profeſs our ſelves as irreconcileable Enemies to 
Popery, as we are to Fanaticiſm, and defire that all 
the World may know it ; but we will never Rebell, nor 
countenance any Rebellion againſt our lawful Soveraign, 
to keep out either, we leave ſuch Principles and Pra- 
fices to Papiſts and Fanaticks. But when we find our 
People Afſaulted by the Agents of Rome, and do not 
think. pur ſelves ſecure from Popiſh Defigns, we think 
3Z. our. Duty to give them the beſt inſtruitions we can 
to preſerve them from ſuch Errors , as we believe 
wil deſtroy their Souls ; and cannot but wonder, that 
any men, who are as much concerned to take care of 
Souls as we are, ſhould think this a needleſs or a 
ſeandalous undertaking. I wiſh ſuch men would ſpeak 
out , and tell us plainly, what they think of Popery 
themſelves. If they think this Deſign not well mana- 
ged, by thoſe who undertake it, it would more become 
A 3 thew 
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them to commend the Deſign, and do it better them. 
ſelves ; I know no man, but would very gladly be ex- 
cuſed, as _ other work enough to imploy his time, 
but yet T7 had rather ſpend my vacant minutes this 


way , thaw in cenſuring the good that other. men do, 
while 7 do none my ſelf. 
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The Words of the Paper, which 
was ſent tome, are theſe. 

T is my Opinion that the infinite Goodneſs 

of our Legiſlator, has left 10: us a means 

of knowing the true ſenſe and meaning of 

the Holy Scriptures, which is the Charch : 

Now I judge this Church muſt be. known to be 

the true Church, by its continual viſible Suc- 

ceſſion from Chriſt till our "Days. © But 1 doubt 

whether or no the Proteſtant. Churth can make 

out this continual viſible Succeſſion, and deſire 
to be informed. | 

ANSWER. 

HAT Chriſt has left a means of knowing 

the true ſenſe and meaning of the Holy Scri- - 

ptures, I readily grant ; 'or elſe it had been to no 

_ purpoſe to have left us the Scriptures. . But the latter 

Clauſe isvery ambiguous, for the meaning may ei- 

ther be, that we may underſtand by the Scriptures, 

which is the Church ; . or that the Church is the” 


means whereby we muſt underſtand the true ſenſe 
and meaning of the Scripture. BE _ 


( 2) 
The firſt is a true Proteſtant Principle, and there- 
fore I preſume not- intended by this Obje&or. For 
how we ſhould-know that there is any Churech-with-. 
out the Information we receive by theſScri ture, I 
canndt 'Divine;. and: yet we may as. ealily know 
thatthereis a Church, as we can know.which is the 
true Chiurch withoutithe Scripture. / For there'is no 
other meansof knowing,cither that there is a Church, 
or what this Church is, or what . are the Properties. 
ofa True and Sound and Orthodox Church , but by 
Revelation, and we have no other Revelation of this 
but what is cohtained in the Holy Scriptures. 
_ As for the Second,: That the Church is the means. 
of knowing the true fenſe and meaning of the Scri- 
ptures, it is in-ſome ſenſe very true, in Gans ſenſe ve- 
ry falſe. | NP 
x. It is in ſome ſenſe true, and acknowledged by- 
all ſober Proteſtants. As, 1. If by the Church we un- 
derſtand the Univerſal Church of all Ages, as we re- 
ceive the Scriptures themſelves handed down by them 
to our time, ſo whatever Doctrines of Faith have 
been univerſally received by them, is one of the beſt 
means to find out the true ſenſe of Scripture. For 
the nearer they were to the times 'of the Apoltles, 
the more likely they were to underſtand the true 
ſenſe of their Writings, being inſtructed by the A- 
poſtles themſelves in' the meaning of them. And 
thus we have a certain 'Rule' to fecure- us: from” all”: 
dangerous Errors in expounding Scripture. For the : 
great and fundamental Do@rines of the Chriſtian ' 
Religion, are as plainly contained in the Writings - 
of the firſt Fathers of the Church , and as unanti- / 
mouſly aſſerted by them,” as the Authority of the 
Scriptures themſelves: and therefore though we have 
not a Traditionary Expoſition of every particular 
| Text 


=. 
Text of Scripture; yet.we have of the great and fun- 
damental; Dodrines of Faith, .and therefore muſt 
never expound Scripture ſo as to Puget the knywa 
and avowed ſenſe of the Catholick Church. .' And 
rhis coarſe the Church of - England takes; ſhe re- 
reives the Definitionsof the four firſt General Coun- 
cils, and requires her Biſhops and Clerzy to Expound 
the Scriptures according to, the profeſt' DoQrines of 
thoſe firſt and pureſt Ages of the Church. & 
2,. We ought to-pay great deference to, and not 
lightly and Staal oppole rhe Judgment and Au- 
thority of the particular Church, wherein we live, 
when her Expoſitions of Scripture do not evidently 
and noforioul{ly contradict the ſenſe of the Catholick 
Church, efpecially of the firſt and beſt Ages of it. 
For it does not become private. men to oppoſe, their 
Sentiments -and Opinions to the Judgment 'of the 
Church, unleſs in fuch plain Caſes, as every honeſt 
man may be preſumed a very Competent Judge inthe 
matter ; and noChurch, nor all the Churches in the 
World have fychAuthority,that we muſt renounce our 
Senſes, and'deny the firſt principlgs of Reaſon, to 
follow them with a blind and implicite Faith. - 
And thus the Church, that is, the Senſe and Judg- 
ment of the ' Catholick Church, is a means for rhe 
Hnding our the true ſenſe of Scripture 3, .and though 
we may miſtake the ſenſe, of ſome particular” Texts, 
(which the Romanifs. themſelves will not deny, 
burthat even infallible Councils may do,' who tho” 
they are infallible in their Concluſions, yet are not 
always ſo in the Argutnents or Mediutns, whether 
drawn- from 'Scripture'ot Reaſon,  whereby* they 
prove them) yet it is Morally impoſſihle we ſh5ufd 
Ge thitty of any dangerous miſtake, while we make” 
the Catholick DoQrine « Church our R wel 
an 
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and in other matters follow the Judgment , and ſub- 
mit to the Authority of the Church', wherein we 

ve ; which is as abſolutely neceſſary,. as Peace and 

rder and good ood Government in the Church; Fu 

2. But theo this is very falſe, if we .mean that the 
Church is the only means of finding out the true 
20 of the Scriptures ; or if by, the arch i 'e un- 
erſtand any 'particular Church, as T ſuppoſe this Per- 
ſon does, the; Romay Cath alick, tht iS, the. parti- 
cular univerſal Church of Rome ; or it we mean the 
Church of the. preſent Age; of by, Means underſtand, 
ſuch a Decrbny Sen x 64h as,m uſt” | deteiny mine. our 
Faith, and command ron © AT hat we; Gul ſeek 
for. Nan &] eaſon, of our Sith] but / the Agthor: 
ty of the: hurch i ine ypounding Seriprates 1 ſhall 
diſcourſe ſomethin "briefly of each of Ng PI 

1: To ſay that e Church is the oh! Mears. 16 
find out the true ſenſe of Scripture,” is very. fal falſe and 
abſurd, * For, xz: This fiippoles the Holy ne and 
tobe avery unintelligible Book, which-i 48 2 great. re- 
' proach to the Holy Spirit, by which i it was Indited , 
that he either could. not, OF, would not ſpe: kintelligi- 
bly to the World... a 

2+; This is a dire& Coptradiftibn to: hole Exhor- 
rations of. Chriſt and his Apoſtles'to ſtudy 'the Scri- 
ptures, which were made to private men, and there- 
tore neceſſarily ſuppoſes,. that the Holy Scriptores are 
to.be underſtood as other Writings are, by, .conſider- 
ing the Propriety of the Words and Language where- 
in they are written, the Scope and Deſign of the 
pay and ſuch other mieans, as honeſt and ſtudious. 
MILES uſe to find out the meaning of any other 


"ny ow the Scrigtures are fo uninreligile as att 
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honeſt man cannot find - out the meaning of them; 
withour'the infallible interpretation of the Church, 
I :would deſtre tok pow whale Chriſt arid his Apo 
les Preach'd. TateNipibly to their Hearers? If ries 
did not, to what purpoſe did thiey Preach at alt? 
us cans were men Converted'to the Faith 2 Jf 
My did , how cone thiele 'Sermhs to be {o- -inintel. 
C now they wy Written, © which" weref6 intelli- 
ot ns Were SpoReti> For the Golpels can- 
oty of what Chriſt did; ahd_ of what 
we the Apoſtles wtote the fame chings ro 
Chil ns when they were abſent,” which they 
KHADH to oy ten 'they were 'prefent'; Hf we 
realbn! , tharthicy ds much. defigned thar 
fhe' Otetes Nrould "underind what they Wrote, 
as what they Preach', and therefore that they ge- 
nerally uſed the'fatnie form of words in their writing 
anditcheirÞPteaching : And rhis makes ivagreatRid- 
oe; how one fhoukd be very plain and caſte. to be un- 
derft6od and thether ſignifte nothing without an in- 
HE Inter rpreter._ | 
It the Scriptures be in 1 themſelyes unintellifible, 
T wool drive ro _ how = Mango oines to 
U and them ? If by any , toge- 
Ther ack the ordinary Atfflantes of the the Divine Di 


S 


Fit, then they are to be underſtood}, and then wh ony 
1 5 


may nor every, Chriſtian in proportion: to his Skilt i 
and. n cheRules of, Retſon andDifcourſe, 


urdttnth alfo > 


" If th& Chutr [__ urtlbr og the Scriptures by 
any humane meals ns, bo ur of by Infpiration, (for 


e is.no Mediach berywtenthele two tp what pur- 
ny ets the 'Seripn i ren; .For'we Ry: j2 260 a3 


La have fexrnt t Yes, the 
irhour rhe L's Ti vic 


() 
have immediately. revealed. his. wall to. the "Church: 
without a written Rule, as well. as reveal the. means 
ing of that written Rule, which, it ſeems has no ſig-- 

ification at all, till the Church,,by Inſpiration, gives: 
an Orthodox meaning to.it..  . LR 

5. Andif we cannot underſtand 'the Scriptures, till: 
the Church Expounds them.to vs ,. how. ſhall we 
know, which is the Church., and that. this. Church. 
is ſuch an infallible Interpreter. of Scriptures The- 
Church is to be known oaly. by the Scriptures , and: 


the Scriptures are to be underſtood. only by the- 


Church ;. if we. will know the Church ,. we muſt 
firſt underſtand the Scriptures, and if. we. will under- 


ſtand the Scriptures, we muſt firſt know. the Church, 


and when. both muſt be known firſt,. ot we.can know 


neither,. it is impoſſible in this way , cither to un-- 


derſtand the Scriptures, or. find out the Church.. 


For, ſuppoſe the Church. does expound: Scripture 


by Inſpiration, how ſhall we be #ſſured that it does: 


ſo? Muſt we. believe every Man, or eyery Church, 


which pretends to Inſpiration? 'This 15 a contradi=- 
Cion to the Apoſtles Rule, not. to believe every Spi=- 


rit, but totry the Spirits. How then. ſhall they be 
tried > I know but two ways ,. either by Miracles, . 
or by Scripture.. Miracles are now.ceas'd,. unleſs. we. 


will believe. ſome fabulous Legends, which all. wiſe 


men in- the Church of Rome are aſhamed; of; and if 
there Were real Miracles wrought, they are of no. 


Authority againſt a ſtanding Rule of Faith , es 
the Apoſtle calls a more ſure word of Propheſie: . 
then we muſt judge of. theſe. pretences to Revelati- 
on by the Scriptures , which is the only way now 
left, then. there is a way. of underſtanding the Scri- 
= without this Revelation; for if we muſt; un: 
ſtand the Scriptures by Revelation, and Revelari- 
| 6 i | . on 
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PT 
on by the Scriptures, weare got: into, anew Circle. 
and can underſtand neither. org, 
| 04j. Bytdowe not ſee how many: Schiſms and He- 
reſies have been occaſioned, by ſuffering every one. 
to Expound Scripture for himſelf > How many Divi- 
fions and Sub-diviſions 'are there among Proteſtants, 
who agree in little elſe , beſides their. oppoſition to. - 
Popery 2. And 1s it poſſible to cure dewahons an 1- 
fallible Interpreter of Scriptures7: Is it not a- Contra- 
diction: to- common: Experience, to''ſay, / that the 

ſenſe of. Scripture. is-plain and certain ,. when ſo few. 

men can-agree what it is? 149; \ 

_ Aſs 3.-Yes, we do ſee this, and Jament it, and: 
are beholden to the Church of Rome, and her Emiſ- 
faries,in a great meaſure for. it.. But yet: we know ,. 
thus it has been in all Ages of the Chriſtian Church, 
as well as now.; and we take the ſame way to con- 


| fute theſe Hereſies, and-to preſerve the Purity' of the . 


Faith,. and the Unity of. the Church,; which the Pri-- 
mitive Fathers did, by: appealing to Scripture; ;;and, 
the Dearine and Practice of the Catholick Church,, 
whickis the beſt way any Church. can- take ,. when 
there, is no infallible Judge of Controverſies : And: 
if the Primitive Church; had known any fuch infalli-. 
ble Judge, they would certainly: have ; appealed to. 
him, - at one time or other.;. and: 1t had been, impolli+ 
ble, that any Errors or Hereſies ſhould for. any. long. 
time together have diſturbed the, Church.; but we: 
hear nothing; of him for many. hundred: years: after: 
Chriſt ;: but the ancient-Fathers took the ſame. way, 
toctonfute the Hereſies of their days, which we do» 
now, , whichis a good probable Argument, that they. 
knew. no better. And the preſent. Diviſions: of: the: 
Chriſtian-Church, are no greater Argument; againſt: 
us,, than the Ancient Hereſjes were: again(t the” Priz. 
Mr mitive. 
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mitivs Church, or than the Proteſtant Hereſics (as 
they are pleaſed to call them) are againſt the Church 
of Rome 2 - For what advantage- has.the Church of 
Rome upon this account 'above any other profeffion of 
Chriſtians. Thoſe who are of: the/ſame Communy- 
on mevf the;tume Mind, . Thus it is among ts, and 
it is no'bertegr among:them; for we are no-more-ot 
their mind,thanthey areof ours; nay notwithflanding 
2 cheirpectences tointallibitity,, moſt of rhe Diſpures, 
which divide the/Proteftant Churches ;'are" as' faitly: 
difpurted among themfelves, witheſs the famous Quite 
troverſie between the Fasfexiſts, and Maliniſts; 
which - their ' anfallible :Jadge never ' thought fic 
to determine: to« this: days They - tive tndeed 
v1 the 'Communion' of the ſame Chaorch; norwith- 
ſtanding theſe Diſputes, becauſe it is a very dange- 
rous thingts teave it ; but they are more beholden 
ro'theInquiſitiony than. to ey for this Unity. 
- 2, How do theſe 'Diviſions and Herefies,; which 
diturb the Church, ' prove; !that no'man:can be'cer- 
tain:-of his Religion 2 If we cancertainty know what 
the ſenſe of Sctipture is, notwithftanding- there are 
many different Opinions about-it,' then the diverſity 
of Opinions is'no Argument againſt us; if ' we :can- 
aot becertainof any thinp ,- which others deny, .dif- 
pute, or doubt of, then how can any Papiſt- be cer- 
rain that his Church infallible? For all the reft of 
the Chriſtian Chutch deny this, 'and ſcorn their Pre- 
tenfions to it. -I may indeed fafely acquieſce in the 
Determinations of aniinfallible' Fudge, whom I'am in-' 
falliblyaſſured'to be infallible, how many contrary 
Opinions ſoever there are in the World ; But when 
infallibility it ſelf is the matter of the diſpute, and I! 
have noinfallible way to kgow whether' there beany- 
ſuchthing, - or where this 1afallibility-is ſeared; if di- 
EA verlity 
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verlity of Opinions be an Argument agaigſt the | 
certainty of 1X. GUS, which I am not, and cannot 
be infallibly aſſured .of,, then 'it is a certain demon-. 
ſtration againſt infallibility it ſel6 

. Unleſs we will take the Church-of Rowes word for 
her own, , infallibility,, we cannot have the Deciſion, 
of an. infallible Judge. in this matter, far ſhe will ak. 
low no,other igfaliible Judge, but her we and. yet- 
this is ſo abſurd a way, that 1t. ſuppoſes, that we. be- 
lieve, and that we diſ-bekeve the tame thing at the 
NE, are pe I 

/hyrch 29, be infallible,. her ſaying fo. is no infallible: 
progt Thee the is infallible ; ak ps the very demand. 
of a. proof . ſuppoſes. that we are. not certain of it, 
that we; doubt of it, or dif-believe it.. , When we ask. - 
the*Church whether ſhe be infallible, it ſuppoſes that 
we are not certain of it, otherwiſe we ſhould need.no. 
proof; and. whenwe believe theChyrch to be infallible,. - 
becauſe ſhe ſays ſo, it ſuppoſes, that we did before- 
hand believe that ſhe is infallible, otherwiſe , her 
ſaying ſo is.no proof. Ng CT 

| The. greateſt Champions. for the Chutch, of Rome, 
never pretended that they could produce any. intalli- 
ble proofs, which is, the true Church. Cardinal 
Bellarmine, attempts .no more, than to alledge- 
ſome Matives . of Credibility , t9 , make, the thing, 
probable , and to inclinemen to belieye it ; and; yet 
it is impoſſible we.can be .more certain of the Infalli- 
bility of the Church, than we are, that it is a true 
Church; and if a Papiſt have.only ſome, motives of. 
Credibility, to believe the Church.of Rome to. be.g. 
true Church, he can .have no. greater -probabilities,. 
that it is an infallible Church. nite i 

Now not to take notice, -what a tottering Foun«- 
dation ſome high probabilities, though they pRguee 
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tedto a mordl affurance, is for the belief of Infallibi- 
lity, which is to'put more in the 'Conclufjion than 
thereis' in the Premiſes. The only uſe T ſhall* make 
of it at preſent is this, That'we'can atleaſt be as certain 
of the meaning of Scripture, as the Papiſts arethat 
their Church is infallible, for, they can be no more' in- 
fallibly aſſured of this, than we are of 'onr interpre-. 
tations of Scripture ; 'and therefore, if the diverſi- 
\ ty of Opinions abont theſenſe of Scriptures, proves . 
that we cannot be certain what the true Senſe of it 
tis, the ſame Argument proves, that they cannot be. 
certain that their Church! is infallible, becauſe this is 
not only doubted, but abſolutely denied by rhe great- - 
eft part of the Chriſtian World, and was never 
thought of by the beſt and pureſt Ages of it. So 
that this Argument proves too much, and recoils up- 
on themſelves, like a Gun which is over-charged ; 
and if, for their own ſakes, they will grant that we 
may be certain of ſome things, which are as confi- 
dently denied, and diſputed by others; then the 'dt- 
verſity of Opinions in the Church, is no Argument, 
that we cannot be certain of our Religion, but only 
reaches us greater Caution, and Diligence, and Ho- 
neſty, in our inquiries after Truth. 

3. Theſe Diviſions and Hereſtes that are in the 
Chriſtian Church ; are no hetter Arguinent a- 
gainſt the trath'and certainty of our Religion , than 
the diverſities of Religions that are-in the World, are 
againſt thetruth of Chriſtianity. The whole World 
is far enough from being Chriſtian ; great part of It. 
are Fews, or Pagans, or Mabumetanes ſtill ;.and 'this- 
_ tsas goodan Argumear, to prove the uncertainty of 
all Religions,as the different Parties and Profeſſions of 
Chriſtians areto prove,that wecannot be certain, what 
the trueChriftianChurch,nor what rapes. * = 
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The Goſpel of our Saviour was not deſigned to offer 
any force or violence to mens Faith or Underfland- 
ing, no more. than to their Wills. Were there ſuch 
an ueſiſtible and compulſory Evidence in the Goſpel, 
that wherever it were Preach'd, it ſhould be impolli- 
ble for any man, though never fo wicked and ill-dif- 
poſed, to continue an Infidel, or to: prove a Here- 
tick, Faith would beno greater a Virtue, than forc'd 
Obedience and Compliance is. The Goſpel has Evi- 
dence enough to Convince honeſt Minds, and is plain 
enough to be underſtood, by thoſe who are honeſt 
and teachable ; and therefore has its Effe&ts upon 
thoſe who are Curable, which is all that it was de- 
figned for. Thoſe, who will not beheve, may .con- 
finue [nfidels, and thofe, who will not underſtand, 
may fall into Errors, and believea Lye; and yet 
thereis Evidence enough to Convince, and Plainneſs 
cnough to Inſtruct well diſpoſed minds, and certain- 
ty — ineach to be the foundation of a Divine 
Faith. 

The ſum is this, Though the Inſtructions of the 
Church are a very good means for the underſtanding 
of the ſenſe of Scripture, yet they are not the only 
means ; the Holy Scripture is a very intelligible 
Book, in fuch matters as areabſolutely neceſiary to 
Salvation ; and could we ſuppoſe, that a man, who 
had never heard of a Church, ſhould have the uſe of 
the Bible, in a Langokgs which he underſtood, by a 
diligent reading of it he might paderſtand enough 
to be aved. We LCE be 

2. If by ag 5 is meant ep__—_— Church; 
as ſuppoſe the Reman Catholick Church, or the 
Church of the-preſent Ape, it is abſolutely. falſe to 
fay, that the Church, -in this ſonſe, is alwaysa fure 
and fafe means of underſianding _— W -= 
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has been Unverfally believed by all Chriſtian Church- 
es, in all Ages, or at leaſt, by all Churches of the 
firſt and pureſt Ages of Chriſtianity , which were 
neareſt the rimes of the Apoſtles, and might be pre- 
ſumed beſt to underſtand the ſenſe of the Apoſtles 
in the great Articles of our Faith, is a very fafe Rule 
for the interpretation of Scripture ; and the gene- 
ral Practice of thoſe Primitive- Apoſtolick Churches, 
in matters of Government and Diſcipline, before 


_ they were corrupted by worldly Ambition, and ſe- 


cular Intereſt, isa very ſafe Rule for our Practice alſo, 
and this is the Rule whereby our Church is reformed, 
and to which we appeal. 

There are but three things neceſſary to be under- 
{tood by Chriſtians, either the Articles of Faith or 
the Rules of Lite, or the external Order and Diſci- 
pline of the Church, and Adminiſtration of Religious 
Ofkcces. | 

1. As for the Rules of Life, all thofe Duties 
which we owe to God and Men, they are fo plainly 
contained in the Holy Scriptures, that no honeſt 
man can miſtake them ; I ſuppoſe the Church of 
Rome her ſelf, will not pretend , that there is any 
need of an infallible Interpreter to teach men what 


is meant by Loving God with all our Heart, and our 


e 


Neighbour as our ſelves. I 

2. As for the Articles of Faith, thoſe which are 
fundamental to the Chriſtian Religion, and which 
every Chriſtian ought to. believe, are 'ſo plain 'in 
Scripture, that every honeſt and unprejudiced man 
+> mmm them; but however, as I obſerved 
before, we govern our ſelves in theſe things by- the 
received Dottrine of the Cathelick -Church of the 
firſt and pureſt Ages, and if this be not a ſafe Rule, 
we canbe certain of nothing. [And what the ay 
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lick Faith was, we learn from thoſe ſhort ſummaries 
of Faith, which were univerfally owned by all Ca- 


tholick Churches. For what we now call the Apo- 


ſtles Creed, was very aficiently received in all 
Churches, with ſome little variety indeed of Words 
and Phraſe, but without any difference of ſenſe; 
and the Catholick. Faith was not only preſerved in 
ſuch ſhort Summariesand Creeds, which were as li- 
able to be perverted by Hereticks, as the Scriptures 
themſelves, but was more largely exphained in the 
Writings of the ancient Fathers ; and though this 
will notinable usto underſtand every Phraſe and Ex- 
preſſion of Scripture, but we muſt uſe other means to 
do that, as Skill in the Original Languages, a know- 
ledge of ancient Cuſtoms, and ancient Diſputes, to 
which the Apoſtles frequently allude , a conſidera- 
tion of the Scope and Deſign of the place, &c. Yet 
the Catholick Faith received and owned by the Pri- 
mitive Church, is ſo far a Rule, as it dire&s us to 
Expound Scripture to a true Catholick ſenſe. As 
St. Paul commands the Romans, that thoſe who pro- 
pheſie, ſhould Propheſie according to the proporti- 
on of Faith, Rom. 12. 6. Kar' dranroyiay migzws, accord- 
ing to the Analogie of Faith: Thar is, that in the in- 
terpreting the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament they 
ſhould expound them toa Chriſtian ſenſe , according 
to thoſe Dottrines of the Chriſtian Faith, which he 
had taught them ; and this' was a ſafe Rule for ex- 
pounding the Old Teſtament , which contained the 
Types, and Figures, and Propheſies of the Goſpel- 
State, [And thus in expounding the new Teſtament, 


. now it is committed to writing ,/ we muſt Propheſie 


according to the Analogie of Faith , or as he' com- 
mands Timothy in his Preaching, Hold faſt the form 


of ſound- words, which thou haſt heard from me. 
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2 Tim. 1. 13. It ſeems the Apoſtle had given him a 
torm of ſound words, according to which he was to 
direC&t his Preaching ; whether this refers to a thoxt 
ſummary of Faith, ſuch'as our Creedis,- I cannot fay, 
chough it is not improbable it may ;. bur it is plain, 
we have a form of ſound words delivered to us by 
the Catholick Church, which contams the true Ca- 
tholick Faith, and therefore ought to be fo fax.a Rule 
tO us in expounding Scripture, as never to contradict 
any thing which is contained 1n it, for that is to con- 

tradi& the Faith of the Catholick Church. 

And when one great Article of this Faith, concern- 
ing the Eternal God-head of Chriſt the Son-of God,. 
/ was corrupted by Arius, a Presbyter of the Church 
of Alexandria, it gavean occaſion for-a more full De. 
claration of the ſenſe of the Catholick Chureh about 
it. And though the effe&ts of that Controverſie 
were very fatal to the Church, yet. it was very 
happy that it broke out in-ſuch an- Age, when it 
could be determined with greater certainty and 
greater Authority , than it could have been in any 
tucceeding Age of. the Church; by men, who were 
venerable for their Age, for their Wiſdom, for 
their Piety , for their- undauated: Confeſſions un- 
der Heathen and Perſecuting Emperours , who knew. 
what the ſenſe of the Catholick Church, was, before 
this Controverſie-broke out , and; befoxe External 
- Proſperity had, through eaſe and wantoaneb, cor- 

. rupted the Faith, as well as the Manners of Chriſti. 
 3-As for matters of External Order ,Diſcipline, and 
Government,the Univerſal-Prattice of the Catholialk. 
Church is the beſt and ſakeſtComment.on tho general 
Rules and DireCtions we have laid down in Scripture. 
- There is no doubt at all, but the Apoſtles did.appoiat 
en | Governours,. 
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Governours, and Rules of Order and Diſcipline, in 
the Churches planted by them ; what theſe were, the 
Chriſtians of thoſe days ſaw with their -Eyes , in the 
daily praQtice of the Church; and therefore the Apo- 
{tles, in thoſe Epiſtles which they wrote to their ſe» 
veral Churches, did not give them ſo punQval, and 
particular an account of thoſe matters, which they 
ſowell knew before, but, as occaſion ſerved, make 
only ſome accidental mention of theſe. things, and 
that in ſuch general terms, as were well enough un- 
derſtood by them , who knew the praftice of the 
Church inthat Age, but it may be, cannot meerly 
by the force of the words, which may be capable 
of ſeveral Senſes, be ſo certainly and demonſtrative- 
ly determined to any one ſenſe (by us, who did not 
fee what wasdone in thoſe days) as to avoid all poſli- 
ble Cavils of contentious men. 

This has occaſioned thoſe diſputes concerning Tn- 
fant Baptiſm, the ſeveral Orders and Degrees of 
Church Governours, the Rites and Ceremonies of Re- 
lgious Worſhip, and the like. Thoſe who lived in 
thoſe days, and ſaw what the Apoſtles did in theſe 
matters, could aot doubt of theſe things, though it 
were not in expreſs words ſaid, that Infants ſhould 
be baptized with their Parents, or that Biſhops are 
a Superiour Order to Presbyters, and Presbyters to- 
Deacons, or that it is lawful for the Governours of 
the Church to inſtitute and appoint ſome ſignificant 
Rites and Ceremonies, for the more decent and or- 
derly Adminiſtration of Religious Offices. But be-- 
cauſe there is not a preciſe and punQual account gi- 
ven-of theſe matters, in the Writingsof the Apoſtles, 
which there was no aced of then, when theſe things 
were obvious to their very Senſes, ſome perverſe and 
_unceaſonable Diſputers, whoobſtinately __ = other 
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Evidence, will judge of theſe things juſt as they 
pleaſe themſelves, and alter their Opinions and Fan- 
cies, as often as they pleaſe. 

But now if there beany certain way to know, what 
the practice of the Apoſtles was in theſe Caſes, this 
is the beſt Comment we can poſſibly have on ſuch 
Texts, as are not fufficiently plain and expreſs with- 
outit. Now methinks any reaſonable man muſt 
acknowledge, that the beſt way to underſtand the 
Practice of the Apoſtles, is from the Practice of the 
Catholick Church in ſucceeding Ages, eſpecially 
while the memory of the Apoſtles was freſh , and 
the Church Governed by Apcſtolical men; when we 
cannot reaſonably ſuſpect any Deviation from the 
Primitive Practice ; and this is the Rule which -the' 
Church of England owns in ſuch matters, and by 
which ſkerejetts and confutes. both the Innovations' 
and Corruptions of the Church of Rowe, and the 

wild pretences of Fanaticiſm, 

So that wedoin the moſt proper ſenſe own the 
Belief and Practice of the Primitive Church, to be the 
beſt means for Expounding Scripture. We do not 
leaveevery man to Expound Scripture by a private 
Spirit, as our Adverſaries of the Church of Rome re- 
proach us; we adhere to the ancient Catholick 
Church, which the Church of Rome on one fide, 
and the Fanaticks on the other, have forſaken: And 
though we reje& the new invention of an infallible 
Judge, yet we are no Friends atall toScepticiſm, but 
can givea more Rational account of our Faith , than 
. the Church of Rome can. 

Had we no other way of underſtanding the ſenſe 
of Scripture, but by Propriety of the Language, and 
the Grammatical Conſtruction of the Words, and 


the ſcopeand deſign of the Texts , their —_— 
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and Dependence on what goes before, and what 
follows, and ſuch like means as we uſe for the under- 
ſtandingany other Books of humane Compoſition ; I 
doubt not, but honeſt and diligent Inquirers might 
diſcover the true meaning of Scripture, in all the 
great Articles of our Faith ; but yet this alone is a 
more uncertain way, and lyable to the Abuſes of He- 
reticks and Impoſtors. The' Socinians are a famous 
Example, what Wit and Criticiſm will do to pervert 
the plaineſt Texts ; and ſome other SeCtaries are as 
plain a demonſtration, what work Dullneſs and 
Stupidity, and Enthuſiaſm will make with Scripture; - 
but when we have the praftice of the Catholick 
Church, and an ancient and venerable ſummary of 
the Chriſtian Faith, which has been the common Faith 
of Chriſtians in all Ages, to be our Rule in Expound-. 
ing Scripture, though we may after all miſtake the 
ſenſe of ſome particular Texts , yet we cannot be 
guilty of any great and dangerous miſtakes. 

This uſe the Church of Eng/anud makes of the. Ca- 
tholick Church, in Expounding Scripture, that ſhe 
Religiouſſy maintains the ancient Catholick Faith, 
and will not ſuffer any man to Expound Scriptures in 
oppoſition to the ancient Faith and Practice of the 
Catholick Church. 

But though the Belief and PraCtice of the Catho- 
lick Church be the beſt means of underſtanding the 
true ſenſe of Scripture, yet,we cannot affirm this of 
any particular Church, or of the Church of any par- 
ticular Age, excepting the Apoſtolick Age, or thoſe 
Ages which immediately ſucceeded the Apoſtles. Not- 
withſtanding this, the Church of . Rowe may be no 
good oy wig of Scriptures, for the Church of Rome, 
though ſhe uſurp the. name of the Catholick Church, 
as preſuming her felf to be the Head. and Fong 
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of Catholick Unity, yet ſhe is but a part of the Ca- 
tholick Church, as the Church of Exg/and , and the 
Churches of France and Holland are; and has no more 
right to impoſe her Expoſitions of Scripture upon 
other Churches, than they have to impoſe upon her. 
If there happen any Controverſie between them , it 
is not the Authority of either Church can decide it, 
but this muſt be done by an appeal to Scripture, and 
the ſenſe of the Catholick Church , in the firſt and 
pureſt Ages of it. | 

For when we ſay, that the belief and Practice of 
the Catholick Church is the beſt means to find out the 
true ſenſe of Scripture , we do not mean that the 
Church is the Soveraign and abſoluteJudge of the ſenſe 
of Scripture,but the meaning is,that thote Churches, 
which were founded by the Apoſtles , and received 
the Faith immediately from them, and were after- 
wards, for ſome Apes, governed by Apoſtolical 
men, or thoſe who were taught by them , and con- 
versd with them, are the beſt Witneſſes what the 
Dottrine of the Apoſtles was, and therefore as far as 
we can be certain, what the Faith of theſe Primitive 
Churches was, they are the beſt Guides for the Ex- 
pounding Scripture. 

So that the Authority of the Church in Expound- 
ing Scripturebeing only the Authority of Witneſſes, 
it can reach no farther than thoſe. Ages, which may 
reaſonably be preſumed to be Authentick and Credible 
Witneſſes of the Do&trine of the Apoſtles, and there- 
fore-if we extend it to the four firſt general Councils, 
it is asfar as we can do it with any pretence of Rea- 
ſon; and thus far the Church of Erg/and owns the 
Authority of the Church, and commands her Mini- 
_ Ners to Expound the Scriptures according to the Ca- 
tholick Faith, owned and profels'd in thoſe days; but 
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as for the later Ages of the Church, which were re- 
moved too far from the Apoſtles days, to be Witneſ- 
ſes of their DoQrine, they have no more Authority 
in this matter, than we haveat this day, nor has one 
Church any more Authority thar another. 

3- And therefore, if by the Church being the 
means of knowing the ſenſe and meaning of the Holy 
Scriptures,be underſtood the Judgment and Sentence, 
and Decree of the Church, that we muſt ſeek no 
farther for the reaſon of our Faith, than the inlalli- 
ble Authority of the Church, in Expounding; Scri- 
pture, this alſo is abſolutely falſe and abſurd. 

This is more than Chriſt and his Apoltles aſſumed 
to themſelves, while they were on Earth; they were 
indeed infallible Interpreters of Scripture , but yet 
they never bore down their Hearers meerly with 
their Authority, but Expounded the Scriptures, and 
g"_ ancient Propheſies to their Events , and took 
the Vail off of Moſes Face, and ſhewed them the 
Goſpel-ſtate concealed under thoſe 'T'ypes and Fi> ©. 
gures ; they confirmed their Expoſitions of Scripture - 
by the force of Reaſon, and appealed to. the Judg- 
ments and Conſciences of their Hearers, whether 
theſe things were not ſo ; Chriſt commands the Fews 
not meerly to take his own word, and to rely on. his 
Authority for the truth of what he faid, but to-ſtu- 
dy the ——_—_— themſelves; and the Bereans are 
commended for this generous.temper of mind , that 
they were more noble than thoſe of 7heſſalonica , for 
they daily ſearcht the Scriptures, to ſee whether the 
Dottrine the Apoſtles Preach'd were to be found there 
or not? Now. I think no Church can pretend _ to. be 
more infallible than Chriſt and his Apoſtles, and there- 
fore, certainly ought not- to aſſume more to:them-. 
ſelves than they did ; and if the Church of Rome, or 
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any other Church, will convince us of the truth of 
their Expoſitions of Scripture , as Chriſt and his A- 
poſtles convinc'd their Hearers, that 1s by inlight- 
ning our Underſtandings, and convincing our Judg- 
ments by proper Arguments, we will gladly learn 
of them. | | 

This courſe the Primitive Chriſtians took, as is 
evident in all the Writings of the ancient Fathers a- 
gainſt Fews and Hereticks; they argue trom the Scri- 
ptures themſelves to prove what the ſenſe of Scripture 
is ; they appeal indeed ſometimes to the ſenſe of the 
Catholick Church, not as an infallible Judge of Scri- 
_pture, but as the beſt Witneſſes of the Apoſtolical 
( Do&rine: Thus Tertu/lian argues againſt Hereticks, 
in his Book De Preſcriptionibus ; but when they rea- 
ſon about the ſenſe of Scripture , they never direct 
us toany infallible Judge , but uſe ſuch - Arguments, 
as they think proper to convince Gain-fayers. 

Nay, this is the way, which was obſerved in all 
the ancient Councils ; the Biſhops of the Church 
met together for Common Counſel and Advice, and 
in. matters -of Diſcipline and "Government, which 
were ſubje&t to their Authority , they conſidered 
what was moſt for the publick benefit of the Church, 
and determined them by their Authority , not as in- 
fallible Judges , but as Supreme Governours of the 
Church, Inthe diſputes of Faith, they reafon from 
Scripture, and the ſenſe of the Catholick Church, 
not from their own Authority; and what upon a ſe- 
rious debateand inquiry they found to be moſt agree- 
able to the ſenſe of Scripture, and the Doftrine of 
the Church of former Ages, that they determined, 
and decreed to be received inall Churches, as the Ca- 
tholick Faith. That this 1s ſo, 1s evident from all the 
Hiſtories of the moſt Ancient, and celebrated 
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Councils, which any man may conſult, who pleaſes. 

Now I would ask ſome few Queſtions about this 
matter. 1. Whether theſe Councils took a ſure and ſafe 
way to find out Truth? If they did not, what reaſon 
have we to believe that they determined right? If they 


 did,then we may uſe the ſame way,which they did;for 


that which is a good way in one Ape,is ſo another,and 
then there is no neceſſity of an Infallible Judge, to 
find out the ſenſe of Scripture , becauſe we have o. 
ther certain ways of doing this ; the ſame which all 
the ancient Councils obſerved. 

2. I would know, whether itbe not ſufficient for 
every Chriſtianto receive the Decrees and Determi- 
nations of theſe Councils, upon the ſame Reafon and 
Authority which moved the Fathers aſſembled in 
Council to make theſe Decrees 2 Whether,for Inſtance, 
we muſt not believe the Eternal God-head of Chriſt, 


and that he is of the ſame ſubſtance with his Father, 


for the ſame Reaſons for which the Nzcexe Fathers 
believed this, and required all Chriſtians to believe 
it 2 If we muſt, then Scripture, and the ſenſe of the 
Catholick Church, not the Authority of a general 
Council, or any Infallible Judge , is the Reaſon of 
our Faith: For the Nicene Fathers, who were the 
firſt that met in a General Council, could not believe 
this, upon the Authority of any other General Coun- 
cil, much leſs upon their own Authority; unleſs we 
will fay, that they firſt Decreed this, then believed 
it, becauſe they themſelves Decreed it. If Scripture, 
and the ſenſe of the Catholick Church , antecedent- 
ly to the determinations of a General Council , or a- 
ny other pretended Infallible Judge, be got a ſuffici- 
ent foundation for our Faith, then the whole Chri- 
ſtian World, before the Council of Nzce , which was * 
the firſt general Council, had no ſufficient Foundati- 
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en for their Faith, for there was no particular Biſhop, 
or Church in thoſe days, which pretended to be the 
 Infallible Interpreter of Scriptures, We Proteſtants 
have the ſame way to underitand the Scriptures, have 
the ſame Reaſon and Foundation of our Faith, which 
the Nicene Fathers themſelves had, or which any 
Chriſtian could have, betore there was any general 
Council, -and if the Church of Rome do not think this 
enough, we cannot help that , we are abundantly 
fatisfied with 1t. 

The Authority of a general Council in thoſe days, 
was deſervedly facred and venerable, not as an Infal- 
lible Judge, which they never pretended to, but as 
the moſt certain means they could poſſibly have to 
underſtand, what was, and in all Ages had been the _ 
received Dottrine of the Citholick Church. They 
met together not to make new Articles of Faith, which 
no Council in the World ever had any Authority to 
do, but to declare what was the truly ancient and 
| Apoſtolick Faith ; and to put it into fuch Words, as 
might plainly expreſs the Catholick ſenſe, and meet 
with the Diſtempers of that Age. 

For this end Grave and Reverend Biſhops afſem- 
bled from all parts of the Chriſtian World, not meer- 
ly to give their private Opinions of things, but to 
Declare what was the received Doctrine of thoſe 
Churches, 'over which they preſided ; and I know no 
better Argument of an Apoſtolick Tradition, than 
the conſent of all Churches, as remote from' each o- 
ther as Eaſt and Weſt, which were planted by ſeveral 
Apoſtles, and diflered very much from each other, 
in ſome External Rites and Uſages, but yetall agreed 
in the fame Faith. And this is the true-Authority of 
thoſe ancient Councils, that they were 'moſt likely 
to-underſtand the true ſenſe of Scripture , and of the 
| Catholick 
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Catholick Church. ' This is the Proteſtant Reſoluti- 
on of Faith, and the Nicene Fathers themſelves had 
no other way, nor pretended to any other. - 

Nay, the Church of Rome her ſelf, as much as ſhe 
talks of Infallibility, makes very little uſe of it.” She 
has never given us an infallible Comment on Scri-' 
pture, but ſuffers her Doctors to write as fallible Com- 
ments, and in many things as contrary to each o- 
ther, as any Proteſtant Divines do: And I cannot 
imagine what good Infallibility does , if an infalli- 
ble Church has no better means-of underſtanding 

* Scripture, than the Comments of fallible men; that 
1s, . no better means than every fallible Church has ; 
for no man can underſtand the Scripture ever the bet- 
ter for the Churches being infallible ,. unleſs this in- 
fallible Church improve this glorious Talent of In- 
fallibility in Expounding -Scripture ; which ſhe has 
not done to this day, and I beheve- never will. | 

Indeed it is apparent, that Infallibility, as it is pre- 
tended to by the Church of Rome, can be of no 
uſe, either in.the Reſolution of Faith, or. in Confus 
ting Hereticks,. whodeny this Infallibility ; and then 
Icannot imagine what it is good for, but to multi- 
ply Diſputes, inſtead of ending them. | 

As for the Reſolution of Faith; ſuppoſe I ask a 
Papiſt, why he believes ſuch Articles, as the Divini- 
ty of Chriſt, or the ReſurreCtion of the dead, to be 
contained in Scripture 2 if he anſwer, as he muſt do, 
Becauſe he is taught ſo by the Church, which is in- 
fallible; my next Queſtion is, How he knows the 
Church to be infallible 2 It hefays he learns this from 
Scripture ; I ask him how. he comes to underſtand 
the Scripture, and how he knows that this is the 
ſenſe of it > If he know this by the infallible inter- 
pretation of the Church, then he runs — in 8 

rcle, 
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Circle, and knows the Scripture by the Church, and 
the Church by the Scripture, as I obſerved before ; 
if he can find out the Churches infallibility by the 
Scripture, without the help of an infallible Judge, 
then it ſeems the Scripture is to be underſtood with- 
out the infallible interpretation of the Church ; and 
if men can find out intallibility in Scripture without 
the Church, 1 am confident they may find out any 
thing elſe in Scriptureas well, without the Churches 
infallibility; For there is no Article of our Creed fo 
hard to be found there, as the Churches'infallibility is. 
But however that be,after all this boaſt of infallibility, 
a Papiſt has no more infallible Foundation for' his 
Faith, than a Proteſtant has, nor half ſo much. / We 
believe the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith , becauſe 
we find them plainly-taught in Scripture ;'' and uni- 
verſally received as the ſenſe. of Scripture by the Ca- 
tholick Church in the beſt and pureſt Ages of it: A 
Papiſt believes.the Church tobe infallible, becauſe he 
thinks he finds it in Scripture, though the Catholick 
Church formany' Ages never. found it there, and the 
greateſt part of the Chriſtian Church to this day can- 
not find it there : Now if they will but allow , that 
a Proteſtant (though a _ fallible Creature) may 
reaſon about the ſenſe of Scripture, as well as a Pa- 
piſt, and that the Evidence of reaſon 15 the izme to 
both, then we Proteſtants ſtand upon as firm ground 


as the Papiſts here, and are at leaſt as certain of all _ 


thoſe DoQrines of Faith, which we find in the Scri- 
pture, and are ready to prove by it, as they are 
of their Churches infallibility ; but then we have an 
additional Security, that we Expound the Scriptures 
right, which they want, and that is the DoQtrine 
and Practice of the Primitive Church, which con- 


firms all the Articles of our Faith, agd Rules of _ 
Ip 
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ſhip and Diſcipline, but gives not the leaſt intimati- 
on, that the Pope or Church of Rome , was thought 
infallible by them, and if the Primitive Church was 
ignorant of this, which is the beſt witneſs of Apoſto- 
lical Tradition , it is moſt probable, that no fuch 
thing is contained in Scripture , though ſome merce- 
nary Flatterers of the Pope have indeavoured to 
perſwade the World, that they found it there. 

So that we have a greater aſſurance of all the Ar- 
ticles of our Religion, from Scripture and Catholick 
Tradition, than a Papiſt can have of the- Churches 
Infallibility, and yet he cary have no greater aſſurance 
of any. other. Dottrines'of Religion ,- which” he 'be- 
lieves upon the Churches Infallibility ; than he' has 
of. Infallibility it ſelf. So that in the laſt Reſolution 
of Faith, the Proteſtant has much the 'advantape of 
the Papiſt,;: forthe Proteſtant refolves his: Faith 'in- 
to the Authority of the Scriptures, 'Expounded bythe 
Doctrine and Practice of the Primitive Church , - the 
Papilſt reſolves his into the Infallibility of the Church, 
which he findsout only by Expounding Scripture by-a 
private Spirit, without the Authority of any Church, 
but that whoſe: Authority.is under :diſpute;./ 112 1? 
And as the DoQrine'of Tnfallibilitp.3z-of ao! uſe'in 
the laſt Refolution of. Faith, ſo:it is wholly: uſelets:-in 
diſputing with ſuch Hereticks as we are;i\who- deny 
Infalkbility: :' for:tt.is a-vain thing'to! attempt«to!:1m- 
poſe any abſurd, or groundleſs, 'and+ uncatholfok! Do- 
Arines upon us, by the Churches infallible :Autho: - 
rity,who believe there is no ſuch infallible Judge ; bur 
are reſolved to truſt our own Eyes, and to adhere. to 
Scripture and the Catholick Faith of the Primitive 
Church in theſe matters. ob and w irnqri0e 

-- And therefore the:great Advocates'for the Church 
of- Rome, are forc'd to take the ſame courſe in contu- 
tin 
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ting Hereſies, as they call them, that we do: They 
alledgethe Authority of Scripture, the Authority of 
Fathers and Councils, to jultifie their Innovations, 
and here we willingly joyn iſſue with them, and are 
ready to prove, that Scripture and all true Antiquity 
is on our ſide; and*this has beer often and unan- 
ſwerably proved by the Learned Patrons of the Re- 
formation. 

| But there are ſome very material things to be ob- 
ſerved from hence, for our preſent purpoſe. For ej- 
ther they think this a good way to prove what they 
intend, and to convince Gain-fayers by.the Autho. 
rity of Scripture, and Primitive Antiquity, .or they 
do not. - It they do not think this a good way, to 


what purpoſe are there ſo many Volumes of Contro- 


verſie written 2 Why do they produce Scripture, and 
Fathers;' and Councils, to juttifie the Uſurpations of 
their Church , and thoſe new Additions they have 
made to the Chriſtian Faith and Worſhip? If this be 
not a good way to Convince a Heretick , why do 
_ give themſelves and us ſuch animpertinent trou- 
If this be a good way, then we are in a good. way 
already y wetake that very.way for our fatisfaQtion, 
which by their own Confeſſion and Practice, isa very 
proper means for the Conviction of Hereticks, and 
to diſcover the Truth, and after the moſt diligent .in- 
quiries we can make, we are ſatisfied that the Truth is 
on our ſide. | - F164 oo 

- Tf the Authority of Scripture ſignifie any thing in 
this matter, then itſeems Hereticks, who reje& the 


Authority. of an Infallible Judge, rfiay underſtand 


Scripture without an Infallible Interpreter, by the 
Exerciſe of Reaſon and Judgment in ſtudying of them, 
otherwiſe why do they pretend to expound Scripture 
to 


: 
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to us, and to Convince us by Reafon and Argument, 
what the true ſenſe of Scripture is. | 
[fthe Authority of the Primitive Church, and 
firſt Chriſtian Writers, be conſiderable, ( as they ac- 
knowledge it is, by their appeals to them) then , at 
leaſt, the preſent Pope or Church, is not the ſole in- 
tallible Judge of Controverſies, unleſs they will ſay, 
that we mult not judge of the Doctrine or Practice of 
the Primitive Church, by ancient Records, (and then 


' Baronias his Annalsare worth nothing) but by the 


"Judgment and Practice of the preſent Church. 

The ſumis this, There is great reaſon to ſuſpect, 
that the Church of Rome her ſelf, does not believe 
her own Infallibility, no more than we Proteſtants 
do ; forif the does, ſhe ought not to ſuffer her Do- 
cors to diſpute with Hereticks, from any other To- 
pick, but her own Authority ; when they vie Rea- 
fons and Arguments with us, and diſpute from Scri- 
pture and Antiquity : they appeal from the infallibi- 
lity ofthe preſent Church, to every mans private 
Reaſon and Judgment, as much as any Proteſtant 
does : and if the Articles of the Chriſtian Faith may 
be eſtabliſh'd by Scriptureand Antiquity, without an 
infallible Judge, as they ſuppoſe they may be, by their 
frequent attempts to do it; this plainly overthrows 
the neceſſity of an infallible Judge. In a word, not 
to take notice? now, how weak and groundleſs this 
pretence of Infallibility is, it is evident, that it is a 
very uſeleſs DoQrine ; for thoſe who beheve the 
Churches Infallibility, have no greater aſſurance of 
their Faith, than we have, who do not believe it ; 
and thoſe who do not believe the Churches Infallibili- 
ty, can never be Confuted by it. So that it can net- 
ther eſtabliſh any mans Faith, nor confute any Here- 


flies; that is, it is of no uſe at all, 
E The 
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The Church of Eng/and Reverences the Authority 
of the Primitive Church, as the beſt witnels :of the 
Apoſtolical Faith and PraQtice, but yet reſolves her 
Faith at laſt into. the Authority of the Scriptures. 
She receives nothing for an Article 'of Faith-, which 
ſhe does not find plainly enough taught in Scripture, 
but itis a great confirmation of her interpretation 
of Scripture, that the Primitive Church owned the 
fame Dodrines, which ſhe does; and ſhe looks upon 
it as a juſt prejudice-againſt any Expoſitions of Scrj- 
pture, if they contradict the common Faith of the 
firſt Chriſtians ; and therefore when the- words of 
Scripture are fajrly capable of. different ſenſes, ſhe 
chuſes that ſenſe whichis moſt agrecable with the Ca- 
tholickFaith,and practice ofthe PrimitiveChurch ; but 
ſhould any Doctrines be impoſed upon her ,, as Arti- 
cles of Faith, which are no where- to be found.'in 
Scripture, or which are plainly contrary to it, ( as 
the new 7rent Creed is.) whatever pretence there 
be for the Antiquity of ſuch Do&rines , ſhe utterly 
rejets them ; ſhe will not put out her own- Eyes to 
follow any other Guide; and thanks be to God , ſhe 
needs not. reject any truly Catholick DoQtrine in this 
way. We till retain the Faith of the Primitive 
Church, and are greatly confirmed in it, from that 
admirable conſent there is between the. Scriptures , as. 
Expounded by us, and that Faith which was ancient- 
ly ownedand received by all Chriftians. 

Having thus ſhewn-in what ſenſe the Church is the | 
Interpreter of Scripture+ I proceed now to the Second 
thing contained in thisPaper, That this Church.muſt be 
knownto be the true Church, by.its continual viſible 
. Succeſſion. from Chriſt till our days. Now theſe few 
words.containa great many, and very great miſtakes, 
Lhe ſubject of the Inquiry is, how we _—_ 
uc 


(29) 
ſuch a Church,whoſe word we may ſafely take for the 
true ſenſe and meaning of Scripture. 

Now, 1. The Author of this Paper, whether igno- 
rantly, or deſignedly; I know not, alters the ſtate of 
the Queſtion, and inſtead ofa Church, which is an 
unerring and infallible Interpreter of Scripture, which 
would be very well worth finding, he tells us how 
we may know a true Church; now T take a true 
Church, and an infallible Interpreter of Scripture, to 
be very difterent things. A Church may be guilty 
of Schiſm and Hereſie,and yet may bea true Church, 
though not a ſound,Orthodox,and CatholickChurch 
for a-true Church is ſuch a Church, as has all things 
neceſſary, -and eſſential tothe Being and Conſtituti- 
onof a Church ; this a Church may have, and ſuper- 
add other things, which are deſtructive of the Chri- 
ſtian Faith, and very dangerous and fatal miſtakes; as 
we believe, and are able ro prove the Church of Rome 
has done ; and yet we acknowledge her a true 
Church, becauſe ſhe retains the true Chriſtian Faith, 
though miſerably Corrupted by Additions of her 
own; as a man isa trueman, though he be ſick of 
a mortal Diſeaſe. Now if a true Church may cor- 
rupt theChriſtian Faith, we have no reaſon to rely 
on the Authority of every true Church, for the true 
ſenſe and meaning of Scripture. 5 

2. Let us ſuppoſe, that by a true Church , he 
means an Infallible Church , whoſe Authority we 
may ſafely rely on in Expounding Scriptures; this 
Church, he ſays, is to be known by a continual viſi- 
ble Succeſſion from Chriſt, till our days: Now if 
this viſible uninterrupted Succeſſion be the mark of 
fuch atrue Church, as is an infallible Interpreter of 
Scripture, then, r. The Greek Church is an infallible 


Interpreter of Scripture ; for ſhe has as viſible and un- 
E 2 inter- 
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interrupted a Succeſſion, from Chriſt and his Apo- 
ſtles to this day, as the Church of Rome has ; and fo 
we have two infallible Churches (not to inſtance in 
any more at preſent, who have as good a Succeſſion 
as either of them) which are directly oppoſite to each 
other ; and what ſhall we do in this Caſe 2 Muſt we 


| believe Contradictions, or muſt we dil-believe infal- 


lible Churches ? 

2. If a viſible Succeſſion from Chriſt and his Apo- 
ſtles makes any Church an infallible Interpreter of 
Scripture, then all the Churches, which were plan- 
ted by the Apoſtles, were infallible. All the Churches 
which were planted by the Apoſtles, have an equally 
viſible Succeſſion from Chriſt ; thoſe Churches which 
were planted by the Apoſtles, may be preſumed as 
infall|ble while the Apoſtles were preſent with them, 
as they were afterwards ; and thoſe Churches which 
ſucceeded theſe Apoſtolical Churches, at the diſtance 
of an Age or two, may be ſuppoſed as infallible as 
any Church of this Age is; for if a viſible Succeſſion 
from Chriſt makes a Church infallible, why ſhould 
not a Succeſſion of a hundred, or two hundred 
years make themas infallible as a Succeſſion of ſixteen 
hundred years, unleſs they think that Infallibility in- 
creaſes with the Age oftheChurch,which Icould wiſh 
true,but we ſee very little ſign of it. Now according to 
theſe Principles all the Churches which were planted 
by the Apoſtles, and have a continual viſible Suc- 
ceſſion from Apoſtolical Churches, through all Apes, 
ſince the time of the Apoſtles, muſt be intallible ; for 
if a continual viſible Succeſſion confers Infallibility , 
and is the mark whereby we muſt know it, then eve- 


* ry Church, which ever had, or has to this day this 


viſible Succeſſien, muſt have Infallibility alſo, which, 
it ſeems, is entailed on Succeſſion. And _ we 
ave 
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have found out a World of infallibility; and it is wonr 
derful, how any Apoſtolical Church. came to be o- 
over-run with ſo many Errors and Hereſles-; and: to 
grow ſo corruptand degenerate, as toprovokeGodto 
root them up ; if every Apoſtolical Church was in- 
fallible, I cannot imagine how whole Churches, 
which viſibly fucceeded the Apoſtles, ſhould be in- 
fected with Hereſie ; for if Infallibility it felf will 
not ſecure a Church from Hereſie, the Lord have 
mercy upon us. | 

3- This mark he gives how to find out ſuch a true 
Church as is an infallible Interpreter of Scripture, vx. 
A continual viſible Succeſſion from Chriſt till this day, 
includes another great [miſtake ; for it ſuppoſes , that 
there is ſome Church now in being, on whoſe Autho- 
rity we muſt rely for the ſenſe of Scripture; for o- 
therwiſe there can be no uſe of a viſible Succeifion to 
this day, in this Controverſie : if, as Thave already 
proved at large,we muſt rely only ontheAuthority of 
the Primitive Church, not of the Church of this pre- 
ſent Age, for the fenſe of Scripture, and thiat not as 
an infallible Judge, but as the moſt Authentick Wit- 
neſs of the Apoſtolical Do&rine and Pra&ice, 'then 
wecannot find out this Church by;a viſible 'Succeſſi- 
- on to thisday , but' by examining the ancient Re- 
cords of the Primitive Church, where we ſhall find 
what the Faith and PraCtice of the Church in thoſe 
days was, Whichis the ſafeſt Rule to guide us in the 
Expoſition of Scripture. Though there - were' no 
Church in the World at this day, which could prove 
&.continual viſible Succeſſion from Chriſtand his Apo- 
ſtles, yet while we have'the Scriptures, and the Re- 
cords of the Primitive Church, we have very : fuffici> 
ent means for the underſtanding the true meaning of 


Scripture : So that of whateveruſe this talk of a _— 
| ua 
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ual viſible Succeſſion may be in other Caſes , it is 
wholly impertinent in this. A Church which -can- 
not. prove ſuch a continual viſible Succeſſion , which 
was not founded by any Apoſtle,or Apoſtolical men, 
or has loſt the Memory or Records of its firſt Planta- 
tion, may yet have very certain means of knowing 
the true ſeaſe of Scripture, from the Scripture it ſelt, 
and the DoQrine and Prattice of Apoſtolical and 
Primitive Churches, and a Church which has the moſt 
viſible uninterrupted Succeſſion from Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, may be ſo far from being an infallible Inter- 
- Þreter of Scripture, that ſhe may be very corrupt 
and erroneous her ſelf, if ſhe forſake the Apoſtolical 
Tradition, contained in the Writings of the new Te- 
ſtament, and Expounded by the Catholick Faith and 
Practice of the firſk Churches; as we knew the 
Church of Rome has done, which is ſo far from being 
an infallible Church, that we believe her to be the 
moſt corrupt Church in the World, #5 
And thwsI think we are prepared to venture up- 
on the laſt Clauſe of this Paper, wherein the whole 
force of the Argument, ſuch as it is, is turned upon 
the poor Proteſtant Churches. But I doubt (ſays the 
Author of this Paper) whether or no the Proteſtant 
Church can make out this continual viſible Succeſli- 
on, and deſire to be informed. The ſting of which 
Argument lies in this, that we Proteſtants have no 
certain way of knowing the true ſenſe and, meaning of 
Seripture, becauſe wecannot proye the continual vi- 
ſible Succeſſionof our Church, from Chriſt unto this 
day ;and therefore we ought to go over tothe Church 
of Rowe, who has! this viſible Succeſſion, and receive 
all her Di&ates as infallible Oracles. But, for Anſwer 
to this, conſider, # TE TEE 
I. That ſuppoſe the Proteſtant Church could ob 
ma 
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make out ſuch a ' continual viſible Succeſſion , yet 
we may. underſtand'the Scriptures very well without 
1 it, and-need not go'to the Church of Rome to Ex- 
. pound Seripture for us, as I have already fhewn at 
: large; Had he proved that we had been no Church, 
-F- for want of a viſible Succeſſion of Church, Officers, 
| orthat our Religion were a-Novelty ; -which was ne-+ 
yer heardof inthe World:before Luther, this had been 
ſomething more to the purpoſe ;- but to pretend that 
we cannot underſtand the Scriptures, for want of a 
viſible Succeſſion, is ſuch a looſe and inconfequent 
k way of reaſoning, as a poor fallible Proteſtant would 
| be aſhamed of. | [? Lo 
4 . 2. Butpray, why can't the Proteſtant Church of * 
# [| A Englandprove her continual viſible Succeſſion from 
| Chriſt till this day, as well as the Church of Rome? 
| Here was a Chriſtian-Church planted in this: Nation, 
| as very good Hiſtorians ſay, as carly-as-at. Rome, and 
it has continued here ever bh to this day: when 
{ Auſtin the Monk came over to Exg/aud', he found 
| here a company of reſolute Brittiſh Biſhops and 
Monks, who: would not ſabmit to the Uſurpations of 
Rome, and the. Engliſh and Brittiſh Churches under 
ſeveral Changes and Alterations, have continued to 
this day; with a viſible Succeſſion of Chriſtian Bi- 
thops , and: what. better Succeſſion. can Rome ſhew * 
| than thigs::1 co - 3 15 {2,5 1lng | v6 
A I ſuppoſe no Roman Catholick will difown: the Suc> 
-(F - ceſſion of the Church of Z»g/and, till the Reformation; 
ag and I pray ,, how. came we- to: loſe our Succeſſion 
then ?. Did the .Reformation;; of: thoſe. Abuſes and 
Corruptions, -which had crept into; the-Church,. uns 
church us 2: Juſt as much: as a:;:man: ceaſes :t0iberthe 
Gme man; when he is cured of ſome mortal Diſeafe : 
Did not the-Churchof. Zzg/and conſiſt of: the ſame 


Perſons: 
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Perſons, before the Reformation-and after.) A great 
matriy indeed difowned the Reformation ; but-were 


not at all thoſe-Perſons, who were ſo ative and;zea- © 


lous-in the-Reformation, formerly of: the Roman.Com- 
munion? And -did ' they ' loſe their! Succeſſion 
too, when they became Reformers 2 When aChurch 


conſiſts of the ſame Biſhops, . Prieſts, and -People, 


which ſhe had before, though ſhe-have not all the 
fame that ſhe had ; when ſhe retains the fame anci- 


\ ent Catholick-and Apoſtolick Faith, which ſhe did be- 


( 


- 


fore, only renounces ſome Errors and Innovations, 
\which ſhe owned before, how does thus 'forfeit her 
'Succeſſion 2 The Church of Eng/and is the very ſame 
Church now, ſince the Reformation, which the was 
before, and therefore has the very ſame Succeſljon, 
though not the ſame Errors, to this day, that ever 
ſhe had; and that, I think, is as good a Succeſſion as 
the Church of Rome has, _ 


Thereare but two things to be conſidered in the 
caſe of Succeſſion : Either a Succeſſion of Church 
Officers, or a Succeſſion of the Faith and Doctrines 
of the Church, | | 


1. As fora Succeſſion of Church Officers, we 
have the fame that the Church of Rowe has. Thoſe 
Engliſh Biſhops who embraced the Reformation , re- 
ceived their Orders in the Communion of the Church 
of Rome,and therefore they had as good Orders, as any 
arein the Church of Rome ; and theſe were the Perſons, 
who Conſecrated other Biſhops,and ſo in Succeſſion to 
this day. For as forthe ſtory of the Nags-head Ordina- 
tion, that is ſo tranſparent a Forgery, invented many 
years after to reproach theReformation,thatIpreſume 
no ſober Rowan Catholick will jnfiſt onit. 


But 
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/ Hut we are Hereticks' und Schiſnaticks', and this 
Forfeits / our 'Orders, and (out 'Sacteflion' topether. 
But, '#. 'This charge ought” firſt t6 be! proved +» ' 
gainſtus, that we are Hereticks and Schiſrmticks,we 
| deny and abhor both the name and thing, and # we be 
| not Hereticks; and Schiſmaticks,as we are fure we are 
not, and as the Church of Rowe can never prove 
us to be, then according to their own Comfellion, 
our Orders muſt be good. E 


. 2,. However be we Hereticks , or *Schifma- 
ticks, or whatever they pleaſe to call 'us, how 
does this deſtroy our Orders and Succeflion 2 The 
Catholick Church would not allow in © foriner Ages, 
that Hereſie or Schiſm deſtroyed the validity of 
| ( Orders. St: Ferome' diſputes againſt this at large 
| in his Book Contra Luciferianes. And St. Auſtin al- 
| lows the Donatiffs Biſhops' to have valid "Orders, 
| though they were Schiſmaticks , and © therefore 
that the Sacraments adminiſtred by them were 
- valid, And indeed; if Hereſie will deftroy''Or+ 
ders and Sncceflion , 'the Church of Rome will be 
as much to. ſeek for their Orders and Succeſſion, 
as we are, which, by their own Confeſſion, 
have had ſeveral Heretical Popes, and no bo- 
> knows how many Biſhops * Ordained © by 
them. | 
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2. As for Succefſion of Do@rine , which is 2s 
confiderable to the full; as Succeffion of .Ordery, 
the great Articles .of our Faith dre not only 
phinly contained in Scripture, but have been 'de- 
livered down to us, 'through all ages of. the Church 
by an uninterrupted Succefſion. | GS > 
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_ The Church - of Rome her (elf, in her greateſt 
Dzgeneracy, did own all that we din pure mat- 
ters of Faith - When we reform?21 che Church we 
did not make a new Religion, bur only ſeparated 
the old Faith from nzw anJ corrupt Alditioas; 
and therefore the quarrel of th2 Church of Rome 
with us, is not that we believe any thing. which 
they do not believe , but that we do not believe 
all that they would have us. 

The Dottrine of the Church of E»zland is tru- 
ly Primitive and Catholick, taught by Chriſt and his 
Apoſtles, owned by the Primitive Church, and ex- 

c2pting tlie Diſpute between. the Zatiz anl Greek 
Fi Char, about the Filioguz2, or the Holy Spirits 
procecding from the Father and the Soa, received 

y all Catholick Churches to this day ; which 
is as compleat and perfet Succeſſion, as any Dattrine 
can have; therefore when ths Church of Rome asks 
nas, Where was our Religion before Luther 2 we tell 
them it was all. the World over, all Catholick 
Churches believed what we do, thouz'r we do not 
believe all that thzy do, thzy themſelves did, and 
do to this Day, owa our CreeJs, and Articles of 
Faith, excepting ſuch of them as are dire&tly op- 
poſe] to their Innovations. Me 


So that we are 01 a ſure Foundation, our Faith 
has been received in ths Catholick Church in all 
Agez. But now thz Cturci of Ro#n2 cannot ſhaw 
ſuch a Succ2ifi>n for her nzw D>tÞtcinss an] Arti- 
cles of Faith, which were unkaown to the Primi- 
tiveGaurch for miny Ag2s, which were rejeted 
by miny flouri ſhing Churcies, fince the firſt ap- 
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pearance of them, which never had a quiet poſleſli- 

on in her own Communion, and were never formed 

_ Articles of Faith, till the packt CBaveanticle of 
rent. 


Tais I think is a ſufficient Anſwer to this Pager, | 
and it pities me toſee ſo many well-m2aning Perſons 
abuſed with ſuch tranſparent Sophiſtry. = 
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